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Excerpts

From Encyclical

Foliowing are excerpts from Pope John Paul I1's encyclical “Redemptoris
Missio,” as issued in translation yesterday by the Vaticon under the Engiish

title, “The Church's Missionary Mandate™:

Fro
cate,

the beginning of my pontifi-
have chosen to travel to the
ends of the earth in order to show this
missiohary concern. My direct coen-
tact with peoples who do not know
Christ has convinced me even more
of the urgency of missionary activity.

Difficulties both Internal and exter-
nal have weakened the church's mls-
slonary thrust toward non-Christians,
a fact which must arouse concern
among 81! who believe in Christ. For
in the church's history, missiona
drive has always been a sign of vital-
ity, just as its fessening is & sign of a
erisis of faith,

In ceriain couniries missionariey
are refused enlry. In others, not only
is evangelization farbidden but con-
version s well, and sven Christian
worship. Elsewhere the obstacles are
of & cultural nature; passing on the
Gospel message seems irrelevant or
incomprehensible, and convertion is
sech A% & rejecijon of one's Own po-
pie and culture.

Reiigious reingwvism Kejecied

Nor are ditficulties lacking within
the people of God; indeed these diffi-
sulties mre the most palnful of all. ...
Pope Paul V1 pointed 1o "'the lnck of
fervor all the more setious because it
comes from within.’” ... Other great
obstacles . ., include pasi and present
division among Christians, de-Chris-
tianization within Christian coun-
tris, Uhe decrease of vocations to the
apostolate, and the counter-witness of
believers and Christian communities
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